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,TO THE RIGHT
HONORABLE, AND

euery way Noble , o N, Mar-
queffe of HA ML £ T 0 N, Earle of
Arren,Lord Enendeale, Gentleman

his Maic{ties Bed.chamber,Knight
of the Noble Order of the G arter, ,

and onc of his Maiefties moft Hono-
rable Prinie Coanceli, in the
Kingdomes of England,
and Scotland,

R1é6HTHONORABLE,

Lthough.many power-
full motines haue gi-
4| uen wings to my bold-
neffetobeg thatmy ill
| tilld Tillage may bee
cn(lo/ed 17)/ t/)e hed dge of your Flonours
Proteétion, yet t}ve chicfest eaﬁm i,
that your innate Wifedome and Boun-
tie-polifhed by the Theoricke praclife,
and loue of Learning, ~values reall

good meaning, aboue greater fhowes of

’)

!
;
¢
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THE ErisTrs DaDICATORY,

fawning flartery,or affected curiofitie.

Idoe but fet a Candle before the
Sunfhine of your exquifite knowledze
in the true Dinine and Philofophicall
Elixir; but fith what I haue donets
as Well to [hew my ambition, to haue
your Honourable approbation, as to bee
aSymboll of 1y zeale toyour feruice:
If it pleafe your Honour to pardonmy
Reale, you may iuftly condemne my a-
fbiring ayme , Whofe prematured Las
bours foares fo high, as giue Cogni-
Rance to the World, that asIam, I (hall
etier continte

Your Honors de-
uoted Seruant,

Pa. Scor.'

TO THE GENEROYS

RE ADER.

¥ £ 4 Here 15, generons Reader, no'Til.
5% lage moredifficult,then that of the
B® Heait;inthe heart , noficld mare
W0 roughto plough thenthat of Wif
. “ dome : maruell not thenthat my
biufhing pen proclaimes my sll Husbandry,in
putting off this illculturd Farme to your fur-
uey; yet if you value the Balkes Withthe betrer
Ground, you (hal rate the Whole at a high price:
Howfoeuer , I am your Suppliant,that you will
accept of my Loue in the offer; laugh as myva-
nitie, in greeting you With Performance , and
conceale my rufticstie in both, Your bard cen-
Juremay perhaps fend my Plough te guard the
Breach of fime Caterpiller-eaten Hedge,
tsrne my Grounds waffe, tobee Nurferies of
Brambles, or suroll mee Retainer to Duke
Humphrey, who bat b already moe Attendants
then good cheere.

Farewell.

Pre-
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Dreparatio, Analcgia <5 per=
fectio opers Dinini & Phi- |
lofophici.

IN fudore vuleus tui manducabis i
panem tuum.
Virtutem fudore dii obuallarii.
Perfeuerantia {ola virtutum co-
ronatur. .
Qui perfeuerabit viq; ad finem
1sfalouserit. -
Fac volatile fixum & fixum vo-

latile fichabes magifterium.

N
Errata.

P 1ge + linyc veade Hipocrates for Hipocrites, pag.t L1 4,
read Elixir,as elfe where, pa 4.1 18 read Mettallicall,
pe.23.ls. teade that forthe [ 7, reade pounding for pun -
ding pa z ¢ Lz afercorparalla fuli point, pa, 2 < [ 15 read
there for then, pag.z6,le22 tead yeg,for chat. pag 29.kizo.
rcads {oae,
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THE TILLAGE

OF LIGHT.

¥ Vchisthe community of Loxe,
oo and fimpathy of affections, which
Wy Y § ciuill focierse challengethof vs

/%3 in tendring the weale of others,
_ asour owne , thatas Hipocrites
his Twins who forrowed and fickned toge-
ther,wee ought equally condoleecither pub-
like calimities , or prinate diffemperatures:
if thenIfhall, by my Tillage foreftall the
painefull toile and waftefu!l charges which
I obferue, haue beene and are, yet vnprofi-
tably imployedinthe fearch of an imagina-
ric #on ens , onely knowne by the viurped
name of the Philofophers elixar, orftone, 1
hope I fhall wrong notrue e474, and pre-
uentfome future charges in the finding out
of eqrtificiall gold, ot(as fome name it) light
mcorporat by art, which is but a poyfona-
ble pill gilded with fophifticated curiofity,
bafe couctoufneflz or incroaching cun-
ning ; emulous ftrangers and irrcconcili-

B able
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T he Tiliage of light.

able enemies to Philofophy.

That I may the better cleerethis, letvs
confider firft, that Pbhilofophy in the deno-
mination, is onely extendedtothe loue of
Wifdome ; that this Wifdome confifts in moul-
dingthe a&tions of Philofophersin a diuine
frame, and innocent obferuance of humane
focictie ; that by {uch prefidencie and imita-
tion, Wifdome might bee cxalted tothe high-
elt degrecs of humanereach : but leaft wi/~
dome might Prophefic to the Winde 5 or that
{hee will not be apprehended but of found
mindcs ; that a glorious {pirit will not ap-
peare but in her owne kinde, and that a pre-
cious fced requires pure earth, thefe Philo-
fophers did fometimes pourtrey Wi/aome in
darke hicrogliphicks, fometimes in fabulons
attire, they haue deified her, entituling her
to the names of e Mercury, Pallas, Minerua,
begotten by Iupster ; all which doe myfti-
cally imply that true Wifdome commeth,and
by vsreceiued from he.uen.

If wee will leaue thefe heathen fparkes of
natures light, and looke backe vpon the
glorious funne of {acred writ, we fhall finde,
that in the beginning and fuccelsion of
time, wifdome was recommended to vs by
myftevies, parables , allegories anc_l mmlo‘g.ies P
but that diuine Oracles or Philofophicall
merals were applied toany materiall elixar,

or thatany curious fearchwasany further
allowed

TheTillageof lighs.

allowed then might aduance wifdome, bee
profitable to humane focietie heare, fpeake
glory to the Creator , and soy to the Creature
hecereafter, wee neuer finde warranted in di-
uine or humanerecords. I admit that there
isa quallity of brightneffe giuen to cleere
bodies , euen from the Creation ; that this
light is called thefeule of the world, and
muft be firft incorporat, asa vifible quallity
ina cleere body, before it can giue light,
vegetat or make inanimat things pleafant.
Thislight was incorporat in the funne,whofe
vertue and eflence cherifheth the effence
of eucry creature : but the full knowledge
of the zillageof light, arifeth from the true
notice of the firlt and laft end of things : zs
manwas created of pure earth, coagulat by
pureayre: {o his laft end is to fhine as the
Jume. Therebee firitnall, intelletuall and

Jenfible perfeGions of light ; the firlt is that |

maccefssble light which feeth all things, but
is comprehended of nothing ; the fecond is
a(pirituall reallity, whofe nature poffcfleth
no place, yet is intyrely whole in cuery part
of his circumfcription - by the third wée vn.-
derftand the fen(sible “perfe&ion of the
Sunne, Moone and Starres. Becaulc heauen
and earth differ not effentially, being origi-
nally tro n ene Chass but in the order of be.
ings,and prime termination : therefore as
Kaigs, Rulers and Magiftrares, and others

B 2 eminent
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TheTillage of light.

eminent in (harge, are called lighrs, asha
{uing re'ation to fupreame light - fo wee may
take precious ftones, falts and mettalls for m
forionr fixed lights, for the better pollithing
of natkre and 1lluftration of art ; the know-
lcdge and vfe whereof Azgels and men are
not able to exprefle. The loweft kindeot
light we apprchend as it 1s 2 meanes,where-
by the eye difcerncth his oblc &, or asitis
fubftanfified in man, or as itis bxedin a Ho-
- | mogeniall body of naturall radicallheate, as
in precions floxes, feIts and mettals, of the laft
wiereof we are heare to conflder, fpecially
what nature and art can doe, either ioyned
or feuered, in reducing of metralls tothe
perfection and multiplication of milliens, by
proic&ion of an El:xar vpon vatefined me-
talicall {ubftances s whether the Philofo-
phers perfe@ion is literally to bee vnder-
ftood of a materiall Elixar , or whether
Vrim and T bummim, anrem dei, E{ckeells
coales of fire , quinteffence, and Philofophers
elizar 2re meant of multiplication ot gold
by art, or whether e Alchimifts haue wrong-
fully enforced thefe titles vponthe P hilofo-
phers werke, ( as Sophifters cauill vpon
words when they wantmatter ) whichare
onely to bee vnderftoed in an allegorscall
{enfe. ]
In this confideration wee muft beginne

againe at the truc ends of dinine light and
P bilofo-

N

The Tillage of light.

Philofophy ; whofe defignes are (as I haue
faid) vnder thadowes to exalc the excellency
of Wifdome , and not t> keepe her asa Ba.
forr to {p>niidic time : neither to wrong na-
ture, or fiat.cr art, by making the onc be-
Iceue what thee cannot doe, and by perfwa-
ding the ocher to bring mpoffure into the
world. Narure mely cxtendeth her {elfe to
the firlt perf.&ion of the (Frewrures, andpro-
duccth natura'leffec&s from naturall caufes.
eArtby it {zlfe can butdignitic andpollifh
narures Workes ; by a kinde of fublimation
{eparate the groffe parts from the pure, re&i-
fic the fubftance of things,& draw from vile
things Wholefome and good effeéts, but neuer
adde efferrce to the heft fubftace other then it
had before. Nature & art ioyned,may attain
more glorivus perfettions ; yet is miracu-
lous multiplication of vnrefined fubftances
of another nature, by proiection, without the
extent of their Commifsion, leaft furrepti-
cioufly they fhould vlurpe vpon the great
Wheele of the Wor/d their Ruler,and pre(ump-
tuoufly intrude into their foucrasgnes piace.,
For that All-fecing eye which pearceth
throughages, as the funne throughthe ayre,
did from the beginning forefce the corrup-
tion of 7ature, & curious peruerfencs of art;
therefore to ftay the one and theother,hee
did confine them within the precin&of his
will,leaft they fhould extendtheir il actions
B 3 as
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i The Tillage of light.

|asfarre as their illwills : T grant through
an admirable wifdome hee hath left fome
part, of thefe low terreftriall things vnper-
fe@edinakinde, to ferue vnto man as mat..
ter to worke vpon ; he hath giuen vs corze,
not bread butart to make it; Wooleandnot
Ielorh, but art to make ity ines not money,but
art to coyne it;and hee hath ginen vs
flones not buildings , but art to make them.
This oAl fecsng light hath eftablifhed a

muft bee produced, difpofed, and main.

rule and certaine Loy, whereby all things |

tained in their owne hinde ; which re- |
gular order , {olong as wee make it notan
¢fferice {cparate from him, wee may call it 7a-
ture; hee hath apointedart to bee natures
helper, andto cooperate with her in the
great hopes of the world. But hath barred
bothof them from tranfmutation by a pre-
' maturcdbirth of things of another quallity,
into fucha fixed perfc&ion as may multiply |
millions , neither can wature and arr multi- ;
ply otherwile, then by purrifaction and pro- |
pogation : it is his erernal decree , that none of
his (Features be inuefted in that glorie which |
is proper to himfelfe, lealt foolifh man
fhould ptefume vponbafe earth, orthinke
that hee had committed the goucrnment of
his Cieatures tohis {eruants nature and art,
to fet himfelfe atreft; who is ftill inaion,
{hyning in his Wonderfuil Workess in com-

munica-

The Tillage of light.

municating his infinit goodnefle toall his
Creatures, and aboue all toman. Thefe be
great Mafer-peeces of light, which none but
his owne hand can worke ; whereby it muft
neceffarily follow, that what{ocuer power-
full faculties wee obferue inthe fecond cau-
fes, they muft notxinduce vs tothinke that
the firft caufe is idle, or that the others doe
any thing but the dire@ion of the firft,
farre lefle muft wee beleeue thatthis order
and continuance of things which wee call
nature, is the chiefe caufe of them , but the
effect of the will of diusne prousdence and
beames of the great light, no more then in
muficke the melody is not the caule , butthe
effe& of concords produced by the skill and
«rt of the Mufitian , who gathereth the
{founds, and reduceth them to confonance.
This dinine proxidence is fo powerfull,that
hecan apply any thingto doc his pleafure ;
though hee feldome lets the naturall courfc
and vle of nature andart , yet carriethhee
them where he pleafeth ; and like that great
circle of heanen that inuellopethall thereft,
doth hee drazge them after him about the
world. ‘
You fee then that nature and art ;xthey
Jeuerally or ioynrly are but the handmaids o
diuine prowidence which filleth, gouerneth &
ouerfpreadeth all things, and ruleth euery

part thereof with infallible councell and

B 4 mofb
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Tie Tillageof light,

moft certaine reafons : thar wee doc not ap-
prehend this fucred light , but either very
late or not at all, is, becaufe this Wifdome is
{o deepe, that we cannot penctrate vnto it ;
orthat our negligernce or ffupidiry is fo great,
;th.‘r wee vouchizfe not to confider rightly
lwhat nature and art can doe 3 and whart they
:cannotdoc,  What more fond conception
;can there bee, then that are by fire can force
natiyve, to produce that which 1n the corrent
_‘ fof' her counrfe and conpexion of caufes thee
T cannot doc ? or that nature and art ioyned,
B can Metaphifically traifmote natures works
i to other ends then they were created ; or
| forme them 1n other monlds then their own,
Wee may as probably fuggeft, thatart may
, ’lcnableﬁﬂ; to live and nwltiply vpon the

%1 | [land, biafts inthe ayre. and foules without
it layre sasthat Afineralls rer ooued from their
paturaliplaces , may by art bee brought to
multiply in a greater perfeQion, thenby
 #ature in the wombe of the earth, where the
| funne applicth his force, according tothe
!quallity and difpofition of the matter 3 for
i Mineralls canneuer be (aid properly tomu!-
[Py or propogate, becaufe they haue onely
-elcmentall mixture, but wants ¢ither vege-
vable feed, or fenfible qualliry. That the myfti-
c2d inuolution of all thofc ritles and opera-

tsons which might {ceme to point at a mna-
teriall Elivar, were to other and bettor ends

$
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The Tillage of light,

then oAlchimifts imagine, thall be prooued
by the truth of dimine and humane wif-
dome.

Firft, as the Almightydid fhadow vnder
the great name of /chouab, his eterniry, om-
nipotency , iuftice and mercie , to teach the
fonnes of Wifdeme to admire, adore. feare and
magnifie him , whowas before all time glo-
rions in Masefty, omnipotent in power, impar-
tsall in Iuftice, and fuperabundant in Mercie :
{0, in beautifying the Prieff-bood with the
rich ornamcnts of #ature and art, hee ador-
ned the breaff-platc of eAaron with twelue
precions fiones, according to the twelue
Tribes,lcauning a place in the midit for #rim
and T bummim, intimating by the firlt, the
pwity and graces wherewith Paffors and
pespleought to be indued heare vpon carth,
and by the fecond, their perfeétion inthe
Kingdome of Gracc and gloryin heanen here-
afcer. That Piim and Thummim fignifie
light and perfeition wee are not to doubr,
but that they were artificiall fibffanfified fub-
feances is not yet cleered. ~ As the reft of
& ckeeks vifion was a fimilitude of the glory
of the Lord in the deliuery of his Ambaffage
to the Propher, {o by the firie coales or flone
mentioned in that vifion, is meant the force
and efic@ts of Gods word, Auram Des,
fpoken of in that prophefie or elfc where in

Scripture, alluds to the incompreheniible

good-
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The Tillage of light.

goodnefle of the Crearor ; and to the holi-
nefle and thankefulnefle required in the
prime (reature. But if wee belceue, that
any of thefe pointed at a materiall elixar
or fubftance tobefought by art, if it bee not
herefic it is groffc errour : all Scripture ( as
1fidor learnedly fecondsthe reft of the Fa-
thers)oughe tobe wnterpreted morrally and vn-
derftood Spiritually ; whofoeuer then appli-
cth it otherwife to things that peruerr the
nature, order , and meaning of Scripture,
may be good textuaries, butare rafh rext-
Wrefters and not better gronndedin Diui-
ty then Rabbelais or the Curar,that applied
the authority of his horfe to thofe that de-
nyed purgatorie. It was Arius prancke,
Verba Scripturarum fimplicia ficuts ineis re-
perimntur stidem wt Diabolus afsimulare :
to wrealt finfully the words of Scripture,
asthey are exprefled ( ifwee may beleeue
Exfebsns ) isa loofneffe of liberty,and light.
nefle of vanity more then any of the Fa-
thers durft take vpon them,

Next,that the ftrayning of the-Pbilofo-
phers work toan arsificiall Elsxar, powerfull
tomu'tiply Gold by prosetion,driues all wit
out of harmony ; I prooue by the chicfe
ayme of Phylefophie , then by the harmefull
confequences which the infinite maltiplica-
tionof Golde would produce. All Phylofo-

| rafed ous of she mindes of Worldly Golden

phers agree , that their principalt ayme is,
to

T he Tillage of light.

to extra& a light ora true Summums bonums
(as they call it) or content from the con-
tempt of adnlterate , inconftant , terreftrial
Juggeftionsand delights : if thisbee true, as
moft true it is , it would follow, that P hilo-
Jophers would neuer haue beftowed o much
labour in vntwining a Spiders Web, and fin-
ding out a light by the multiplication of
Gold, which they did hold their Summsum
malum, and info bale account, that fome of
them when they had it, did throw it in the
Sea ; others when they might haue had it,
did refufe and rcie& it, that they might
with morc eafc attaine to that content
which Philofophie enioyeth : from which
the curfed care of Gold fo much detra&eth,

dueties are prophaned , Inftice corrupted all
bonds of cinill focictie and true ﬁzmdﬂnp are
infringed , and the light of Humanitie quuse

Spirats. . o
Secondly, if it were pofsible to multiply
or tranfmute a greater proportion of other |
vorefined eHerrals into Gold by proiection, |
what benefit fhould thereby arife cithero
the Philofophers , or from them to others? |
they ihoul:f acquire nothing by 1t but cor-
ruption of manners,and {taine of their pro-

fefsion , others but the euerfion of all pol:-

that (as Experience telles vs) by it Refigrons |-

tike gouernment , mutnall commerce a:jnd
1Ndl-
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The Tillage of light.

feriour to Philofophers in the purchale of fo
great Treifure: and (o all Soucraigntie . to
whom by all Nationall Lawes belong the
prerogatiuc of all Gold and Siluer Mynes)
would turnc againe to a confufion, and
hotch-potch : many that arz now holden
wife, would perhaps turne foolcs,and thofe
that haue now little wit, would haue then
noncat all. Wee fhould fee cuery couctous
pemnie-father , mercileflo Ufurer, and Tew:fls
Brokerbecome Philofophers,and conuert the
blood of the poore vpon which they now
feed,into the new found Elixar. We thould
fec the Phelofophers pearnc their Cloaks,and
become infativble worldlings, vfurions Cater-
pillars,belisfh pawn-mungers,and cut the gar-
ments of the necefsitous , to make them ri-
ding coates in their iourney towardshell.
O what 2 pirifull fight were it tofee the of-
Jalls of heauen , the drugges of the carth, and
bells fit fugors inuefted in heauens richeft in.
dowments? But what more t:agicall fpe-
Qacle were it to behold Uerrue ftript naked,
fpoyled of her beautie , heauens gate which
now {tands open for her, clofe fhut vp, and
the entrie confined to the narrow paflage of
a Needles eyc, through which how hard it
is for Affes loacen with Golde and corruption
to enter, the 2 affer of Heauen, when hee
was vpon Earth hath foretold. I tremble

induftrious. : K in.
nduftrionsexchange: Kingsfhould be in "Uiceﬂ)oud reach Heanen, and Pertuc enter

as in an Ague,to heare of thisexchange,that

in the right way to Hell.

O decertfull Riches , how falfely are you
called goods ! who knoweth you rightly
may cntitle you to be true euils;none makes
vs bond.{laues but you, none wrongethvs
but you; y ou abridge vs of ourlibertie, and
intercepts vs 1n our w2y towdirds Heauen:
O pelfe , none can praifc you , but muft dif-
pratle true Libertze, None can get you, or
Kkeepe you, without the hazzard of loofing
themfelues ; you are e £ chanes Wedges , or
Turnus his girdle,that bereaues vs of life.So
ticklifh and ha- d'is yourvie, that feldome

do you more good nor harme.I do verily be-
leeue, if frowning Fortune can fauour good
meninany thing, it is in releeuing them
from that burthen that fofore prefleth their
{houlders. _
But thinke mee not fo furcharged with
pafion,as 1 feeme to fauour a Stoycall anfte-
ritie, Hercmitifh retyredneffe, or voluntary pe-
nerey,l affe& lawfull libertie in the firft,and
am{o farre f: om barring good men fromthe
right vle of Riches, that 1f I were not fully
allured that dinine Prosidence hathher fecret
endes for onr weale, and knoweth better

goe neere to fufpe& her of Iniuftice, in vn-

what is good for vs thenour felues , I fhould

equall fharing of her temporal geods;which

fo
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i t of doores, or when
|folong as we vfe as difpenfators of themto Ifﬁ:";ﬂ?:rgxﬁ ;’:ﬂ idle vies , and ftarucs
- {thefupply of our owne wants , and helping {’1 c ﬁgr auertie, that is. not diffenfare,

of the necefsities of others, o long are they bc: dif ‘5 ebona liens, 1ot good ménageri,
et goad blefings 2nd the charitable but badphlt.tbdndrie of goods committed to
difpenfation of them, is theconcomitant ef- o:r truft, There s nothing more certaine,
(felt of Jauing Euich; yea, they are (onecel. then thatbeft things abufed are moft dange-
fary to thebeft of men, that without them rous; our Vnderffanding , the foncraigne fz.
they are not able o effcet that good which cultic and Swume of the foule in mans little
“[Frey would doe. Bur when we adore Gold Werld, in our firlt eftate of innocencie, made
for God, andin chetting , or putting of it s little inferiour to Angels, being now de.
0 vnlawlull vie, ftarucs our fellow mem- vrauf:d makes vs inferiourto beafts , who
bers, and fmoothers Vertue with want ; or ll:auin 2 othingbut fenfe, yet (eeme they,by
when we make it the fuel of Ambision, cor- kee irgu Natures lawes, and dire&ing their
ruption, and ininftice , then iuftly may thofe | 1P itegto its proper obic@s , to offer leffe
blefsings bee changed into curfes ; Riches iﬁfur torcalon then wee, who leaues the
which were giuen to bee our feruile . cgbie&s of Wit and Wil and affe@ no.
vaffals , and dutifull feruans in our iourney t;xliln fomuch as falfhood for truth, vice for
towards happineflc , bee made our racking ﬂi Thadovwes for fiffance,and P g malion
Laud-lovds , or mercileffe executioners heere, ;’;{re dorae on pi@ured beautie. W hat fhall
i the Pariadifiz: (word to barre SOy Il(a of iither CHYiows OF Conetoys metaphifi-
there; where before we can haue a LQuset ys ol libirit.r but that like e £damthey long to
2 wiee mult giuc account ram eorum e | eate forbidden fruite, or like Adoles, nufle
B, quanm corims T vauemus. May- themfelues inthe earth, and {otogether are
Srure was o e bopraes to remaine in depriued of light here,and returne to dark-
the place where it is bred, but to be conuey- ncg'e and duft from whence they came s af.
Gy Conduits to the neasering of barren ter which, their name is either extinguifht
iy grounds. Nature at firf was deliue. withthem , or neuer recorded but to their |
redof twodaugheers, (zith Plato, P lensie,and thame. To this purpole , Lucian bringeth |
Pouertic , that the one wanting might craue vpon the fage, couetous rich Gripho , be- |
what fhee lacked, and that the other hauing kw% ling oo J;x;l , that the inceftuous prodi- ;
might {upply Powersies wants. But when yling
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gail Rodochares did vpon earth waftcfully
confume his ill gotten goods. Cum Religio
parst dinitias filia denorat matrems : where de-
uotion is onely extended to hatch Riches,
there oft times the Daughter ftrangles the
Mother, {aith Saint Auguftine. Man is not
onely mortak, that hee may haue an end of
his mifery, that the good may bee praifed
without enuy, the wicked blamedwithout
feare, or thai riches may bee difpifed as vn-
neceflary after death: but as mortaluse is
the reward of wvertne; it is alfothe wages of
Wickedne(fe, that the good may bee cterna}ly
happy , andfhinc asthe Suzne, and the wic-
ked vnhappy andinclofed in darkeneffe: for
Wickedne(fe and punifhment are twinnes , that
arcborneand liuc together; the one comes

at his hecles , and is the exccutioner of the
firft by the ftinging remorfe of Confcience,
heauy and mournfull forrowes, bitter re-
pentance or remcedilefie defpaire; andby the
terrour or hope of this diuine Iufiice in pu-
nifhing of wice,or rewarding of vertue were
the a&ions of the Philofophers reftrayned

firft into the world, and the other followeth }

from wvice,and inured to vertue,by the con-
tempt of couctoufucffc , and the tartnefle of
their condition allayed with the fweetnefle
of ahe hepe of future Riches. Since we muft
depart hence without carrying any thing

with vs, it is not for our cafc to be as eafily
loaden

TheT illage of lighs.

loaden with luggage as we can? If we will
confider rightly , we fhall finde that a mode-
rTate cariage, euen in greatneffé,may bee fitly
compared to thofe that faile cloft by the
fhoare ; that ambitions or cancroiss afy piring
or griping, refembles thoft that are in the
Mayne : the oneby calting a fmall rope may
come tothe land whenthey pleafe, the o-
ther muft atcend winde and tyde | and {o oft
times by boyfterous ftormes , or contrary
windes fuffcr thipwrache, or mifle their wi-
fhed hancn,

If wee fpeake truely , there is nothing
that makes greatnefe arcat , bur moderation

of bigh fsrtunes {ctled in generogs minds by a |

due examination and contempt of bafc fly-
ing vanities,and by the praife-worthy afpi.
ving to the glory of frugall imp'oyment of
its fhort time in thofe Horour.ble AZions,
which onely chillenge the name of great

nefle, 1 meane not by fiugall mederation, 2
parcimonious hand which is able todrawe
contempt vpon Soueraigntie, but that true
noble and iudicious meane berwixt all ex.
treames, whichadde onc ftage more to the

Trophies of gicarneffe: whercof 1f wee did
know the vertue , wec fhould not cenfure it
as we doe : But when wee indge of mode.-
rate fregalitic in ftrangers | fhee gayneth
her caufc , and goeth away with praife and
reputation;; but our priuate intereft cor-

C rupts
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rupts our indgement in things.that con-
cerncsour felues, What are the rariries of
W ifedome, N dbilitie, or (Dtﬁrf’tion, rightly
placed in grearncffe,but as capitall Diamonds
which fhine in rich Jewells 2 Salomon is no
lefle admired, in giuing the Childe to the
right e 1other , then in his Trea{'urg and
ftore-houfe of Wifedome : Alexander is no
leflc great in conferring a rich reward a-
boue the defert of a modeft fuitor, yet be-
{ceming the dignitie of the giuer, then for
conquering the whole World : great Charles
the Emperonr is as famous by giuingof a
Penny to a prefumptuous bold Bufor, that
claymed to bee his kinfeman from eAdam,
ashe is iuftly honored for all his braue a&1-
ens in peaccand warre,

Jut to come tomy taske, perhaps you
will (ay , that for fhunning the former cutls,
the Phislofop hers did obuiate this communi.
tie of their Elivar,by communicating of it

to nonc but to the fonies of Wifedome , 1 an-|°

{were, that fuch concealement of know-
ledge was againft the P bilofsphers doGrines
as they were Learners, fo they were Teach-
ers; Scire & Nefcire was their Embleme,that
they might take othcrs helpe in the one,
and they werc fo carcfull in the other , -that
their ligh: (hould not [hine vnder a Bufhell;they
did put it in a Lantcrne with this{uper-

fcription vpon the Frontss-piece, that all the
learned

|foo'es; ftan.ling water turnes puddle. As

grevay

TheT illage qf'ligbt.

learned might reade, Scire tunm nihil eft ni-
fite feire hoc fcset alter :  if wee fhall be on-
ly wife to our felues, wee fhall at laftturne

Wifedome(poke by eAfricanus , Ufus me ge-
nust, Matcr me peperit : {ois it vicand com.
municationof {tudies that begetteth 1¥ife-
dome, 1 {ay further, that there was neuer
Art hauing a knowen fubie®, and princi.-
ples, but fome one or moe , although not all
may be ascapable of it as another ; neither |
hath any Art been fo concealed , but by rri-
dition or Writiug, hathbeen communicate to
others, andreduced to fome certaine per-
fection. If the knowledge of this Elixar
did by tradition come to e Miriam the fifter
of Aaron, (whoas fome (ay was learnedin
this Art)then certainly the Reuealers were
much to be blamed, for communicating fuch
a my fterie to a womans tongue, which they
might -as {afely haune committed t» the

wind: That fhee had that knowledge by
dinine renelation, 1 will not take e qlchimifs |
word for warrant, credn qued baud, the ra- |
ther,that inall my obferuations,by perufing |
moft Authours vpon this Subie&, or con- |
nerfing with fome chiefe Profeilors of this |
Chimera, 1 haueneuer found truely demon-
ftrated, that there was, 0t 7s fucha thine
ingerum natura, as Alchimiffs dreame this
Philofophers Stone tobe. [ confefle, T haue
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{cene many Texts wrefted to wiong con.
l‘tr.u&xcns; that 1 haue heard muchathun-
dring of the perfe@ion to which this No.
thing hath been brought :  but becaufe €x
#bulo nikil fir, pothing did cnfue but con.
fumpzion of the Vndertakers eftates, and
lotlc of their labors, Therefore,fince words
j without decds are weake proofes, I reie®
Huch'anthoritie as Apochryph.:ll, and am fo
jfarre from belecuing fuch fairded Jrg gefts.
t ¥ 1 t T =
ons, that if the Phylofophers pofitions were
iteraily tobee vnderftood, I fhould neuer
lhold them other then like e Marhematicall
demonfirations, wherein by many fayre
piopolitions 1s prooued much, whereof
no eAr1ificsr can make vie vpon Wood or
Stoenc,
.CJ ihould not much wrong the Philofophers,
£ I fhould iouially conic&ure, that the
pundtuall fetting downe a fceming reall
Ehxor, wasto exercife curions ffirits, leaft
they flould precipitate themfelucs vponthe
more dangerous Rockes of higher forbid-
den Adyfferics . or become altogether idle ;
for although the imore wee looke vpon the
‘unne, the more our ¢y es are dazelled , and
our fight worfc ; yct are our mindes fraugh-
ted with{uch peruerfe eurofitie, that they
iayme at things 2bouceaurieach. On the o-
'ther fide, O duise vitia, dlencfle is the cur-
fed mether of wany wicked brood, and isthe

tQICS

¢

E

| Shop to excrcife Adams hands with labour,

tarcs which the enuious fowe when wee
fleepe. 1t isobferued for future pofteritie,
that whileft the Romuancs had warre with
(arthage,and enemies in Affricke they knew
not what v'ce meant in Rome. Idleneflcis
that Lacorfh mat ber ,Schoole-maftcr,and Bi:r-
reawe that bringeth foorth, teacheth, and
hangeth vp Theenes , or what fhall I call
her but the snfe:ted syre that ingendreth cz-
terpillers , which confume the {weeteof o-
ther mens fwear  If it were {tridtly obfer-
ued,that none {hould eate but fuch as labour
intheir owne calling, I thinke moe fhould
die of hunger, thenof fickenefle: butitis
pitie that tuch Drones, or Domitian flecs
fhould cate vp the Hony of the painefull,or
{warme in the Courts dedicate to Vertue.
Every man ought tohaue a fwwcatrrg Browe,
tobegct the necefsities of lite, or 2 wor-
k:ng Braine,toaduance the publique good ;
the moft Bleffed allowethof no Cypleis in
his Arithmatigie: Par:dife was as well a

asic wasa Garden to feede his Senfes with
delight. Tothispurpolc, in the difcoucry
of Curiofitieand ldlencff¢ , the minde of man|
is fitly comparedtoa Clocke, compolcd of |
many whecles, admitting eucry day change;
and alteration ; fometimes it gocth too falt, !
fometimes too flowe: when it is idlc, it|
is alwayes fubie& to ruft ; but skiifully

C3

-—

?
I wrought,’ !!



' . [ —

- - ..-wév VJ v"'sfll'.

£ JC & llb“&‘ (:l "5'170

If weewould haue our mindes goe in right
temper , wee muft propefe vato our felies
thofe Rulcs that may condu& and anayle vs
molt, inthe right carriage of all our aéf;-
ons, although fometimes the fuccefle bee
thwarted, and concurre not alwayes with
our defires , yet wee nuft be ftill in a&ion,
Many skiltull Pylots have fuffered Ship-
Wracke, that were well acquainted with the
Art and experience of Nauigaticn, and o.

gers of N auigation.

| {peake fomewhat of the truc elsxar, and to

fhall be clecred by that which followeth.

the Prophcetifc ( as fome name her) Morsen,
Auicen, Balzane, Abisgazall, Bengedsde his
brother, Abumazar, Hali,Calib, Efid, Sera-
pren, Thomas in breuilogs, Mickaell Scot

in

-

thers lefle fecne thercin, haue oucrpaft ma. :
ny dangerous Voiages; yet were it folly :
11 to inferre, that withour Aite, Experience,
| ’ | (ard, or eA fFrolobe, wee fhould trie the dan..

But whither goe I ? my pu: pofe was to

 prooue that the text of Philofophers that
WTIt vpon 1t, or the Commentaries and Or- -

thodoxe expofition of thofe placesare ci- |

ther ftrained or altogether miftaken, which

Hevmes, Ifindarivs iz codice omnis verita- |

t15,the great Rofary the pande&s of Mary, |

| wrought , neatly kept, carefully winded .
vp, andorderly fet toaright houre, then
In adtion it fheweth faire , and gocth right, |

fopher; and the molt part of all the Philo-

in his breuiary , Hemas in his retraions,
Arosthe Arabian King and learned Philo-

fophers hold foure chiefe tenents of this
Elixar: Firft the Mercuricis taken to be the
chiefe matter to worke vpan ; Secondly,
they” hold that much punding and beating
of the matter inculcat by Tere, Tere,Tere,
atque iternm T ere ne te tedear, quickneth and
refincth the {pirits and vertue thercof, and
maketh the matter fit for the Worke. Third-
ly they maintaine that fixing of Uolatile , is
the Magifferum or mafter pecce of that
Worke. Laitly they fay when thered colour
is efpoufed or conioyned to the white, the
worke is perfeGed. A (uperficiall cenfure
might take thefc literally, and conclude that
preparing, fifting, ponding of the matter,
puttingof it in fit veffels, luting and cal-
cination ; fometimes feeding ot that ful-
phurions furie with foft , fometimes with
more hot fire, might inthe end bring fourth
fome Salamander : butletvs notbce decei-
ued with fuch excurfory furuey, and confi-
der iudicioufly what eArifforle in his light
of lights, Avulfanes in his Pande&s, Daniell
in his retra&s, Exclides inhis P hilofophicall
meteours and almoft all the Philefophers

by the red colour isnot common gold , nei-

workes,affirme in thefe wordsour Adercury]
1snot common Mercurse, our gold {ignified|

C 4 ther
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vulgar filieer, they arc quicke, the other
dead, they fperituall, the other corperall ?
what then is the Philofophers Mercury, but
Wefdome the childe of heanen, andthe iory of
\the carth ? the pousiding and mixing of t'ic mai-
ver, a5 thebeatrig downe and qztalr}‘)"iﬂg of our
|\ cffecticas i the morter of & Wuf- beart 5 the
”fg‘cding of itwithmorc ar Ieflc fire is, rhe
[timcly prefirg end relaxing of our corrups Will,
the {ixation of volatile, is the reduticn of onr
suconflant vunung Wits | tothe folidsty of true
Wifedome : Laflly the Rcdde celonr 1oyned
to the White, which crownes the worke,
givesvs to voderftand, that perfeucrafige iy
vertke Will gaine vs the garland of viglorie
oucr all foraigne incumbrances y and [i-bduc our
vnruly domefticke affections , Which vnlelle
they be oucrcame,porzided, quelified fublimar e5
fixcdvoa pure Syrdon-like White, are euer read iy
todeboid from the precintt of reafon, to a foule-
kellsog Liberty. -
W e may fec then (a5 2 pi&ure drawne by
a skilfull workeman fhould haue relation
toal the parts it imitateth;fo the pounding.

{lition of our affetions , which are ready to

— e\

feeding, fixing and perfe&ing of the Elixar,
onely fily refemble, the snconffancy and ebu-

breake out and mar the Llorious perfeion
of light, vnto which Philofophy intendeth
to bring vs; if the moft pewerfull Pirer of

Janttification, by tranfmutation doe not Cap-
tinate the powers and faculties of our foule.
Let vs goe a little further, in the (euerall
operations, circumftances and gqualitics of the
Pbslofophicall el1xar, and wee fhall finde,that
neither of themmay be fitly adapred toany
thing elfe, then to mans formation in verzue.
All ancient and moderne Philofophers agree,
thatby the true mixture of heare and coid,
moift and dry, wee attaineto the knowledge
ofthe gmalities of things engendred there-
by, as hard, fsft, beany, light ,vough, fmoot he,
that in the elemcntall Commixtion the (euc-
rall clements, asWarer, earth, fire and ayre,
are to bee graduate in the degrees. Thae
although earth be molt vile, yet isitmoft
apt for mulplication and gencration 5 is the
oncly fixed element , wholc mucltiplication is
no lefte admirable then that of fire, whercof
one {parke kindled in combuitible matter,
will increafe tiil the fubic&@ bee confumed
Againcail thofe P hilofophers doc myftically
oblcruc’; that the Commixtion of the foure
elements ouft be Gramatically, that is in Or-
thographicall difpofition and conuenient
Concordance 3 Rherorically, that is orderly,
ornatly or neatly ; Logically,that is, by true
kindes not fophifticated, that they muft bee
ioyned Arithmetically by proportionable
nucnbers ; Mufically inv the melody of true

accord,and in the cffe&@s of barmony which
are

Janttia
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Aftrologie tobee negle&ed for knowing the

obferuation much auaileth, that is, ws/dome
toknow the right difpofition of the whole
worke. When the elements ( (aith eAnazxa-
goras )be thus orderly difpofedand digefted
thenwill colours draw towards perfection ;
naturally will be fublimat to an 1ntelle@u-
all heate ; which operation is knowne fel-
dome and by few ; when the naturall heate
is thus purified , then nature andare by de-
greesalpire to perfeGion,which is knowne
by chainge of colours inthe work,which(as
the foure Complexions inman ) according to
theright temperature of elements, their qual.
litses , and their oppofed pafsiues , begeta
digeftion, which may be as well fometimes
in outward cold , ‘which begetteth inward
heate as in oumtward beate which caufeth s»-
ward cdld ; although the chicfe digeffer bee
the vitall heate of the degerent ; that the
heate of the digefted things, helpes. the di-
| geftion and the working “thereof. Becaufs
(vagulation 1sno fubflanticall forme, but the
pafsion of materiall things, inthe elementall
Commixtion, the eAgent in the operation of
colours is wifely to bee examined ; fome-
times it is beate, fometimes cold, fometimes
mosfture, fometimes dryneffe,and thofe bee
the caunfes of colours. Whiseneffe is caufed

by

are glorsous : neither (fay Philofophers ) is

feafons of Coniunction, Laftly Mugicall

4 e 1 mage qllgﬂh

by cleere matter terminat ina fit fubie&,

blacke colonr when parts of a darke body op-

prefle the cleerencfle of the fubie@. Again,

by Commixtion of light and darkencffe

are engendred the meane eolonrs, which
fhew alfo according to the more or lefle
beate or cold , dryneffe or moiftnre, as greene
colour isa Commixtion of cleere water with
earth by combuft fubftance: fothe clecrer
the earth be the purcr the greenefie is. Ru-
bie colour is a thin fume in a cleere body,
which is cleerc or darke accordingto the
quantity of the light , as appeareth inthe
Amatift whichhath lefle cleereneffe and more
| obfcurity s Tauny coloar is of terminat clecre-
ncfle, infufed withathicke fumolity con-
gregat by warer, and fuccenfed by mr.tb.
Pale colour is of watrifh earthly parts,which
being cold and thicke, are fixedina kinde
as indying, or pale faced enuious men, in
whom the naturall bloud leaueth the ex-
teriorparts,, and reforteth to comfort the
heart, the Saphiic, or orient blew like vn-
tothe heaner , is muchfairer thenthe liuid
pale colour, becaufe it participats more with

more carth; Siluer colour turned to 3 bright
afure is caufed by brightneffcand per{pi-
cuity of ayre. Tellow citrine or golden

Watcr, ayre and light ; all other blew colours
the fadder they bee, they hiuelefle ayre, and !

colour is caufed by ftrong deco&ion and
‘ digeftion
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nfidered in puriry, quantiry, thickseffe,and
hinri< [, not phyfically , becaufe the true E-
1xar 1sa thing of the fecond sntention , and
atha ez eraphyficall operation. Phyfici-
ns {ay, the more thicke vryreis, the more
tfigoiticth Lomidity : but the Phylofophers
ay,the moie Lhickthis liquonr i<, it haththe

Oic¢ ficsery; andthe more fubtill it is, it be-
onencth the greater humidity,

Ariffer faith. that ayre is fecretly enclo-
ed in vrater, and by an aycriall power bea-
cthvpearth, 4rifforle faith, that the right
¢paration of water fromayre, is a chicfe

after-peece of the Worke : other plainc dea-
ing P helofophers doc holde , that Rayne wa-
er which commethof condenfed ayre, is the !
hicfenutritine liguowr :  others affirme, that !

ewe falling from Heauenin May | before
he Sunne enter into Scorpio, % a fit liquour
or their ftones; fome fay thatall conden- !
d froftie liguours are to bee reie@ed, be-|
aufe their acuitic is infeQed, and dulled
ith cold; others preferre milke for the.
hitenefle, fome water of Litargeand A
ars but Democritus, whom1 pre f'grre toall’
iefe filly men, aduifeth to take Caleffiell,
ermauent Water,whole vertue isto abide all |
inde of fiery tryalls. Ruperciffa faith, that ; 3
e chiete /iguonr to refrefh the Elixar, is
1914 vite, becaule it is fpiritnall, it wili re-
lucdead things, and make groffe masrers |
-

digeftion of humours ingendred by heate
as ingold.hony , and gaule; and this colour is
begottcn of whiteandred. Thushaue you
the clementall commixtion , colonrs andqua-
lirres to bee confidered in the Philofophers |
worke, as the opcration thereof begets di-
uersdigeftionsand degrees of moreor leffe
perfcttion in the Creatures : (o the partici-
pation and operation of f{upreame lighr,
workes diuers effe@s inthe minde of that
prime Creature, which is cnely capableof
thebeames and imprefsion thercof yand in
this minde of man an equality is moft ne-
ceflary, There muft bee ( faith eArifforie )
| po repugnancie nor dinifion in our flore,
till all colonrs haue appeared, that naturall
matter by fupernaturall cooperation may of
many colours beget fuch a colonr as is defired,
which is more precious then ali the Zewels
in the world : therefore concludeth hce
common Philofophers, can by no narurall
meanes , attaine to the knowledge of this
elixar,

Many other Philofophers, alluding to the
fame purpofe, but more to fhew their Curio-
fizie, then to dete@ truth , adde fmselling and
tafting to the former apparitionof colours ;
ibut thefc 1 ouerpafle as impertinent.
Others more analogically fay that the elixar
muftbe diffolued, cherifhed, fixed, and re-
uiued by diguors, which are fpecially to bee

confidered
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Pivituall 5 Hermes bids vs take a liguon
mfrcfhcr then any water in tafte that will ne
uer conlume, but the more 1tisvfed, th
more it is encreafed, and this lquonr he
calicth Crude Mercurij, which is the matte

werfull qualities of cleanfing,both of the fub
fance and meanes by diffolution , [eparation
fixation and refolusng matter into _Arommes
andas liquonrs haue diuers gualsties and ope.
rations : (o arethey found by diwers mearnes
{om.timesby eutting, as in T erebinth; fome

of the white Worke. All thefe liguonrs di.
weifly iliultrate , haue naturally diuers po:

32
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hefe and other things, our vnderflanding
finde greater difficultie tofinde themby re-
emblance then by contraries. Itismore hard
todifcerne White vpon White, then blacke vp-
on White; andthere is greater wifedome to
diftinguifh good from good , then .t’mll from
exill; becaufe in the confiufion of things,thofe
that moft refemble, are leaft knowne one
from an other, but in the commixture of di-
wers things, either in quality or fubflance,
they are inftant'y difcouered. But let vs

times by prefiing,as Wine, S ydar; {ometime
by grinding , as Oyle; liguonr is alfo foun
by diftillation of Ucgerables , Aertalls , an
Antmalls;lome Liguours a\(o by naturallwor

blood : all thel liquors by a vifcofitie clean
tothings, and leauc part of their fibffanc
with them, but that vnconftant vagabon
Luckfiluer is {o fleeting, that he will neue
faften to any thing, except to a merrall o
his owne kind, that is (faith Calib ) poyfo
nable couetonfacfle, or flowing riches , are fel
dome fixedor takesholde, but in fibietts o
their owne kinde. By the knowledge o
duuerfitses, contrarieties, and accords, We ma
choofe what quality we will make Lord; th
perfection of loue is beft knowen by the de
e &sof basred, of hopeby feare,of conﬁdmc&
b

king are proc¥ccd, as vrine, fweat, milke S

not truit that one thing may be hote andcold,
drye and moyft in one pofture, for two con-
traries can neucr {ubfift inone degree; there-
fore if wee know not euery circumffance and
radation of this great worke, wee fhall ne-
uer bring it to perfeftion - for as diusne pro-
nidence by mature made all things in true
number and proportion : {o cuery defe& in
that #umber and proportion is imperfe& ,and
wrongethboth the firff and fecond canfe.
Wee muft then confider wifely of the
meanes whereby this Worke is compleat and
when they arc purified in the third degree;;
the purer the meanes bee, thencerer to per-
fe@ion they are, and retaines fuch a part
of the vertuc of this Art,that without their
| ayde, the principall may not giue influence to
the finall end, neither the effluence anfwere

y diffruft , and of ioy by forrowe : inall |.

the expeQation of the principall caufe. tjt\;

.
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the Soule is tyed tothe Bofy by meanes of a
vitall naturall, and ammall fpirie : {oas long
as thefe meanzs Keepe the body aline;fo long
will the foule dwell with the bady ; but when
nature ot accident take away the meanes, the
Jusbele Zxrc smmortall foule rcryreth fromthe
£7offe bodyto immortalitic , for which fhee
was created.  According o this, (fay the
Phylofophers ) their Elixar hath CoTpsts it
mam ¢ [biritunz, all which mult haue meanes

agrecabletotheirkinde, and muft be fear-
ched by wifedeme, leatt by ignorance or mi- |
gouernement , the Disine workg bec quitc!
marred, |

Thus hath my Plough fhortly gone
through the large field of the P hylofophicall
Elizar ; which by alluffon to moft pure mzer-
talls , is {aid to commert and multiply other
varefined mettods , haning the feed of Gold,
into purc Gold: bur as Joit fowe , you Jhall
reape; if you fowe fpwingly , you fhall reape fba-

confufior 5 andsf you fevpe light, you fhall reape
10y, _Aurum ab aqu:lone vensier , that is pure
ayre of viholfome dofivine , ducly and fea-
fonably fowen, bringe:h toorth millsonss bue
asthis feed is fowen by them who haue their
mirdes long excrcifed in vertue: fo isitin-
creafed in none bur in thofe that haye their
mundes capable of fo holy an smprefiion.,
Thrething, winnowing,erinding are necef-

3

rauglys sf you fowe derkeneffe Jox (hall reape ||

\ {ary

[~
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fary vles for Wheate,, yet belong not to the
Bakers Craft: but fifting, mixing,and go-
uernment of fire, are workes of greater
skill ; if Reafonand holineffs bee the begin-
ming of cuery a&ion , doubtle(lz the vifible
things will feparat fronithe imusfible.that is
Water and easth from fireand aive; for things
are corporall, becaufe they fhall be fpiritual,
which the Wheele of the grear Werke will make
manife(t wheg time(the Steward,anddifpes-
Jator of euery thing ) fhall one day bring
eaery thought vpon the Srage.

But to returne to Philofophy, if wee will
giue her the due praifes which fhee defer-
ueth, wee fhall finde thather refyning of vs
in vertue , is toa more purc fubftance , then
of thrice purified gold: if wee would from
vice extralt vertue, quinteffence,, content and
true reputation from peucity and contempe,
Conuert exileinto our matiue Country,bonds
into lberty, Want into Wealth, or would wee
mulriply fome few fhort earrhlycroffes into
Calefiiall permanent doyes, all thefe can
Philofophy doe. Philofophy can make (o-
drusbetter content then Cicfus 3 Disgenes
contemnc great eAlexanders conquefis;
braue banifhed Rurslius prefer folitarineflc
to the greatnefle and magnificence of his
¢*t, and affirme that by purchafing the
friendfhip of Phdofophy hee hath lined no
longer then hee was banifhed : Magnani-

D mous
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mous Philsfophy will encourage Ariftar-

chus to doe more thenall thefe, by teaching
him, brufed .in a morter , to cry out trium-

phantly, Stampe on, you burt but the cafe of
Arftiarchus,but bis mind you cannot touch. 1t
is Philofophy that in aducrfity (as freele fron

fline ) drawcth fromvsthat {parke of diuine
firelefe in our foules , which kindleth vertne
and makes it a;peare in its owne colowr.
What other thing fhall I call Philofophy,
then the Light of ths life, Miftres of our af-
febtions T utrx of our felicity, and the vpright
conr..gions gouernment of our [elues in all onr
wtions by the rule of reafon 7 or may 1 not
name ner a fPryuing and contention of the
foule, to repaire the weake mortality of the
bedy, by participation of erevnall light ,vnto
whofc fruition fhee draweth vs fomuchas
| fhe can, imploying art andinduftry, to pro-
cure vs glory and fame for a quict minde
heare, and for a bappy and glorions hereafter.
This dixine Philofophy begetteth fuch plea-
furein our foule , winleft wee are imployed
"about braue and genierons actions, {pecially,
' when (onft.ancy wreftleth with profperity or
aduerfity, the halst thercof commeth to {uch
a fiveetnefJe, that none but fuch as haue tafted
it, can expreffe. What greater content-
ment can come to the foule, then the tefti-
monie that Corfcience bearcth vnto vertue
how with vndaanted conrage fhe hath with-

| Jtar , that foretold his ruine and theouer-

TheTillageof lzg/'t | 3H

ftood aduerfe fortune, andiith not yccldta |
tothe (yrcean cups of honour, riches or lea
Jures, then are our 7oyes compleat ; then Gotl;
Llovie and fpendor fhine about vs and g
V8 preheminence among t men, if it were gnl::c "
lyasa torch to lighten vs to fiure and glori: !
ous attsons : for if wee owe vnto poffersryth .
moft part of our beft affions, what r%orz -
carneft wifhes fhould we haue, thenour liye 1
may be fucrifiged to publike good ¢ Thefe! |
Sweats and labours for generall benefit,affoord !
VS meanes to enrich others by imistarion, and ‘i‘
> "\
|
'
\

make our felues 7

Makec ofvertfti. illuftrions by the commen-
But when we yeeld our felues capt; ;
:ih? bondage of pleafures, then {’ce:lztxgltxg |
[,,4/” that pearce our owne breaffs; Bafe Te-
“gorus begotten on Circe, killed his owne
Father Vliffes * Venus retribution of Helena |
to Pare for his golden ball, was the 514{1)13

tirow of many worthy Trosa : 1
one word, Great e/{lexaner bev‘\‘ra[;c;?:: tfin
snchantments of cfeminat fofenefle nzm f]
the Perfian Dames, dolores aculorum bed
faluLe": for foreeyes, ;o
gefias the (irenian, was f; i
a pudlike Philofophicall di(‘couc:(‘:o(‘:;'et;%u -
Z:_armllz;y of the foule, that moftofhis .:17:‘
tors haftened their deaths with their own;

AT

fiood

hands; if thefe Hearben, who had onely the
o D 2 gloomy { )
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gloomy light of nature werefo finifterly zea-
lous to haue the reward of wverrue, by pre
uenting zuure With votimely death, what
ill lucke s it, that we whohauethe Oracles
of etciwall 1rneh are fo carelefle & prodigall
| of our fLiort time, that we doe not freely en-
| joy the happineflc of true diuine light ;which
oncly fhoweth gencrous fpivits,worthy to be
the mafler-pecee of that foueraigne Worke-
ianafter their Creator,] can giue no other rea-
(fon, then guos pevdere vult tupiter bos demen-
24z ;or that our imaginatio,which is beneath
zderflandiig,and abouce the Sexfes,to whom
belongeth the cenfure of thing-, {utfercth
her {cltc oitimes to be corrupred or mifled;
and doth receinconely the fuperficialland
externall forme of things fromthe fenfes,
the Centinels of the foule s whichfhe piclents
with fanour to the forle, as they f{eeme
graccfull ro her, and not as they are vnier-
fally profitable tothe welfarc of man:fo
that from faperticiail smagimition, and par-
tiall relatica, proceeds thet apprehenfion of
the woodn. tlc or badndfic of things that we
call epsion , which is axafh gwde, and fo
{cizith vpon Our im.gisiioils that moft
times we Liandat defiance againit reafom
Neither doth epinas fhiew her fclfe vio-
lent in any thing morc, then infercing her
vaticlsto lay bold vpon an imaginary ipe-

culation of this golden Elsxar, or light in-
corporat

—
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corporat with fmozke,by which( if it were |
found as it will neuner be ) the purchafers !
fhould bee bur depriued of true liberty, |
and the feminary of all mifchiefe, and)
Cimerian darhnefle difperfed thorow the
world. |
Ifany miftake me, and thinke that in this I
Tilageof light, 1 feeme to wichdraw the |
due praifc of art, it is farre fom my mea- |
ning. I withthat cuery e £7+4/i were cqual-
led with the 27+ ; animzted to vertuous de-
fignes, and not checked for vadertaking by ,
eucry goodman gosfecap, who grace leaining |
or vertue with a fogh, as Tebacconsfts doc |
their fmoake , bur in a different manner, the |
one indcrogation, countenance the molt |
elaborar ftudies of thebrainz, as the ad.

elat |
| dition of beggars or impoftire , not worthy ;
i

the lealt glimple of a fanourable afpe&: the
other facrifize their fume through their
nofes with fuch deuotion toan angrie fact |
B :cchus , as oftimes ftraines tearcs from |

theit cyes 3 and that is the top of their gal
lantry : But certainely good manners
fhould not be niuch wronged, if ina quip-
ping veine, fuch were f{erued as a fFaurdy!
bofler once girded a country mans vao.!
mannerly Mare; {o fhould they haue guid
preque, andperhaps be grated to the quicke!
that fuch moathcs as labour to extinguifh
the light of other mens goodneffe , might '

1
)
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haue their wings finged for their paines :
for it is certaine that Wifdome, pollicy and

fians , and Jgnorants; not that witty Igno-
ramis, that was a&ed at Cambridge, but
that (quint-eyed Ennyor fupidity , that de-
priueth men as well of the feeling of good,

the humour and inclination of beafts then
of men, ,

Jt is alwayes the common mifery of
poore {pirits,to couy that light in others,
wh'chthey haue not in themfelues ;fo is it
the common confolation of thofe, to defire
compartners in their wants ; f{pecially
when they dreameto themfelues fuch fecu-

then doe they in pride er infolency deride
or difualue better flowers then grow intheir
owne garden ;efteeming that other mens
reputation ecclipfeth their greatnefle.

It is encouragement that addes vie to
art ;and it is the homour of Kings, and

teitors and cherifhers of religion, vertue and
learning, and to finde out thefecrets of art:
but I wifh that cunning Alchimifts would
vnderftand, that it is the Wifdome of Kings
and garland of true nobalityto bee folearned
or wife, as they may diftinguifh betwixt
true art and infinuating foppery, or curious

as of eurll, and participateth more ‘with |

rity,as noaduer{e accident can encounnter : |

vn- ’ B 4

!

learning have no fuchencmies as Fooles, Ruf-

!
|
|
9

| guith, when pride fights v

o

chiefe tit'e of inferiour Lights to be pro-

The Tillsgeof light.

vaprofitable fearch, which for gaine oro-
ther wrong ends, put faire vizards vpon
foule faces, and maskes cheating or curio-
fity with arr, which are indeed alients from
it. Thefe Alchimifts attend greatncffe as
Apes or Parrats,by thewing feats ot ati-
uity in geflure, difcourfing and imitation ;
yet their end is to catch Dorrels and put
them to fale,

The beft paterne to pry into their coun.-
{cll,and bring them tothe licht was cut by
the hand of the Grear light ; which although
it fbincth as well in the darkeft corner of
the heart , as in the moft tran(parent yolke
of pureft Chriftall, yet inferiour /ights can
neither fec,nor fhine, but in the tran{paren-
cie of their owne or others Workes. Their
care muft bee then to w‘q:”é/fe and diftin.

er the cvlours
of bumility, bipocrifie is cloathed in Rel: 01045
habit y when corrnption is garded withthe
thew of Juftice,Vice fairded with Vertue,and
when Soph:ffry {cemes to boult out much by
logicall reafo,mhichwil not abide the plow-
ing of light ,and are weake and finowleflc in
the Schoole of praftife, as experience hath
taught vs. If weewereas carefullto bec,
whatwe feeme to be,as weeare curious to
feeme tobe what wearenot, crooked cunning
fhould not “goe current forart. Wee fhoula
oot be offentantes, but offendames pictatem
our

S ~an——r ST
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our penwy fhould be as common asour Pater
noffer, that is, our light fhould fo fhine in
our Workes a8 Angels and menf{eeing,might
ling a ioyfull eAleluiah to the Great light;
'but asall is not gold that gliftereth : {o ene-
rie cleerc body the more cleere it feemes
itobec, isnot the more necrer to parity and
fimplscity; fome by a welltenpered Elemen-
‘rarte mixture, and radicall heateby cospera-
tionand powerfull srflucsce of the funne
fhew cleere and firme as they are : cuery
|body of this kindc the more clecrc, it is the
'ncerer to fimplicity, more able to abide the
touchftone of Truth;by how much more
it hath 2 fimpathicall refemblance to pureft
Niquid fubfrances, as hony, Wine , oyle :ndthe
Nlike,which beforethey yeeld themfeluesto
'vie, expell all dregges that abates their ver-
' tiie, OF ilcmifh thetr liftre : there bee other
'{eeming purc bodics, that by a frofty con-
| denfation of congealed cold humours, af-
fumes a clecveneffe, and in a kinde, thew as
| fixed lights, bur are not neererto perfe &i-
' on; apply but fire,or the leaft gale of a thaw
‘winde, and forthwith they diflolue incor-
' porat with more corruption thenthey had
| E(e)forc : thefe counterfeit fubffances fitly
irefemble puddle water which wants the
‘former expulfiuc verrae, that {eparats the
' pare fram the impure ; whereby they de

}clinc from their natwall perfettion to an

[
|
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vawholefome rottenneffe, which is good
&;f none , but harmefull, or loathfome to
a o

Now todigge vp the laft offenfiue ftone
in the right tillage of the Phylofophicall
light. Euery Chriltian ought to haue fuch
affeGion, tolouc andfearchthe werkes of
the molft Bleffed, fo farre as the enquirie is
reuealed, and is profitable in the true ends;
to admire thereft, and to propofe myfteries
no otherwifc then they vnderftand, leaft
likeblinde e Al ountanus, they commend the
Mulet,and poynt quite contrary. Asinthe
Eleufine {acrifices, the Nouices that were
initizted,lay all along vpon the ground, till
the feruice was ended : fo in the Afyfferics
of dinine Wifdome, wee haue no fuch counte-
nance as bumiliry, which is the cognizance
of that greatneffe,and our bafenefle,

Hee that knoweth our fhallownefle , lo-
nethbettera credulous heart , then a curi-
oushead, andother mens harmes tellvs, it

1s more dangerous to {urfct vpon wit, then
wane it.

Man is the dicrocofmes, orabridgerent ,
of the Creation ; the Plrylofophers worke is the !
abridgement of mans Formatien. As the
Werjd was made of two fcueral! parts , the |
one’ sutelligible, finfible, 20d corruptsble, the |
ather, vatelligible, snifenfible, and sncorruptible: |

- amasey -

vawhole- V'

So man was made the middle pecce of boﬁ

——
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and perfe&ion of the Imelleituall pares,
which hee hath by meanesof thebody ; but
in his Soule were the moft excellent per-
fe&ionsthat be in theincorruptible world,
but are fo originally depraued, and depref-
fed with eareh , and weighed downe with
the burthen of flefh, that all the indeauours
of Diuine and Humane Phylofophers , can
neuer {ufficiently labour in mans new for-
mation, without which his condition is
worfe then if hee had not been atall : ther-
fore, as in man we rather obferue whathee
is, then what hee feemes to bee: f{o in the
other creatures , wee muft not expe& that
from wviolence , which is proper to tempe-
rance , or looke for goodnefle in T hunder,
Fire, or Earth-quak:y Nature produceth
eucry thing how ¢xcellent focuer, by an iz
fenfible motion , and not by wiolence , and
prematured Byrehes , are cuer imperfe® :
| whereby it falleth out , that thofe who erre
'by Arte , erre moft dangeroufly , arming
themfelues in obftinacie , with Science a-
 gainft Reafon : but they that leaue the high
way , and betake themfelues to by-lanes,
fhould know the place well ; leaft they bee
wildred. Nature is abetter Phyfician then
eArt : and Sobrietie can cure moe difeafes
| then all Paracelfsan Chymicalls ; let vs value
our felues as we ought, and we fhall make
little account of tﬁc toylefome vnproﬁézit-

c
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bleniceties of Arr. The Propher did not
wrap his face in his mantell , till the fof
voyce cane ; all diuine and morall knowledge
haue their termination in reft ; rhe firft no
eye hath feene, or eare hath beard , or tongue 15
able to expreffe ; the other with admirable
vertue and fplendor attaineth tothat peace of
Confcience Which paffeth all vnderfl.nding, by
the vrion, and iudicious Diapafon of dif-
cordant rozes.

Now that T bee not tranfported beyond
my promxﬁ: » I will vnyoakc my alroft
wc_:arxcjd Plough , hoping what I haue tilled
will dire¢t puny Husbands to the know-
ledge of the Phylofophers Light,how it muft
bee ploughed, what Seed is tobee fowen in
right {eafon,and what is the increafe ; that
all other T illage is but curiofitie, misprifion,
forgery, or impafture , otherwife then in the
culture of the Naturall or Phyficall opera-
tion and vertue of e4lchimy, from which
I detra& nothing.

It refteth now , that I fhake hands with
fuch eAlchimifts as labeur in the timpany of
a falle Elixar, that we may remaine friends
or friendly encmies: yet left I fhould vn-
der value my felfc, I offer thefc enfuing
r4;;r~t1tch:s to bee performed before agree-

ent.

JFirft, that they arme their Refolution

with patience for loffes paft , and with

o perfe-
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perfenerance in
lixar; {marting curesare beft fuffered by
the one, and great Affayres are neuer
brought to good end, but by Comftancie,
and calmnne(fe. They that baue their mindes
bigher then their fortune , muft haue care that
their pafiion oncr-reach not their reafon; and
"Cloath that [hrinketh in the Wetting , neuer
préoucth good in the Wearing. 1f they can
commaund themf{clues thus, without doubt
they fhall bee capablc to gouerne the world,
and fo bee mafters of the great Worke :  Mo-
deration will giuc them leafure to finde out
the time , place, matter , and all necefla-
| rv aduantages to compafle their defignes:
[if they findeta their griefe the doore fhut
oneway , they may then redeeme fuch af-
fli&ion, by finding out a more eafic and
‘bettcr pafiage to the true Elixar. 1f they
'giue way to fharpe and pafionate motions,
‘which difturbe the conduction of affayres,
‘then fhall they bee cxpofled to precipitation,
' obfFinacie sndifiretion,and smpassence.

| “Secondly, forfhunning of thefe euills,
1 defire , when they haue plowed this Light
':after mec, they breake all their Chimicall
'imaginary golden pots, leaft with Perslxs,
they perifh in their owne innentions; or
(as Homers (yclope promifed to Vlyffes) when
‘they haue eaten their goods , which are

Itheir Companions, perhaps they eat them-
1 felues

!

-

'the~ {’cudlc of the true E-|
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felues lalt of all. Faire fhowes ba'lanced
with their incommodities,proouc oft times
vnprofitable, troublefome, or harmefull, as
the Italian Prouerb implicth.

Chi babianco ((nallo, et bella moglie
No vise maj fanfa doglse,

For preucntion of this exd, or enioying
of that geod, hopes and feares are rightly to
bee mixed,by forefight and prouidence of the
difficuitics and goodnefle that may arife
and in this kindc, I wifh the fcare of {ach

Phylofophers as labour for a materiall E-
lixar, may preuaile ouer their hopes ; but if |
their hope prefuppoleth fucha goodistobe |
obtayned , my feare beleeueth that thefe.
formeror enfuing enilis will bee hardly a-|
uoyded. Our witand vaderftanding ought |
to bee rather bent to regard the difficultics !
of thingsof high reach, thento bet hood-
winkt with the T antzlus-lske bope of impof
(ibilitics: If they doc etherwife,itislikely |
that inthe end diffidence will follow feare, !
and knowing her fclfc vncapable to auert |
the ewsll , and cnioy the good that (himcall
curiofitie fo much affeéteth, fhee conuert
her felfe into decpayre , and fo plunge her
owners in o Hzenipss hismifery : for when
the confideration of euill begetreth de-

fpaire, then oft rumes that defpaire isthe

¢nd




4 0eL suage of ligh.

—

I

endof the motionof all other pafions , a5 Ioy
|1s the repofe and reft of good ; and thisisa
chicfe reafon why Wifedome doth examine
things by the end.
It Golde dreaming ealchimiftes wonld
make vp {fome part of their loffes by the re-
ligues of the pureft matter, they may put
1t tofal -, to annoynt maungic Hackneyes ;
for which, if wee may beleeue auncient
Farryers, itis a foucraigne cure: or if truth
may haue truft, all their lgnitsons, Calcinati.
ons, ‘.D’ folutions, Amﬂlg,ztmm > Crrcntlations,
Sublzm.z_tzo‘rz;, Fixations ,and Mulriplimtiom
otherwife thenina fhirituill fenfe . are but
borrowed words of 477 , to make vnguent
for fadifly itching difeafes , fmoake to ruine
craz’deftates,or trumpery to vphold Moun.
tebanckes vponthe charees of the more curi
ous then wife, 7 )
It 1s the beft halfe of the Worke, to choofe
agood fubie®. Infuiting bafc marter with
the ornaments of learning , theweth much
Wir, butlittle wifdome; and it fareth with
fuch, as it doth with thofe that trap Afles
with golden farniture ; or with children
who build caftles in the fand , whichare de-
{;lced with euery breath; or with curious
h:;:lc«:):/r}] ,e v‘\:‘l’xiohcarum gin Lnottl.c Timbpr,
| y1 thout end, for their ele&ion
without indgment. Perfens his fcarre fits

' | trifles,with the foo'es of the world, loofers

in the forehead of Curiofitie, Offentat ob-

Srufam
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Srrufams eruditionem [pirando ambitionem , fed
carendo occafione infla neceflitatis , aut intenti-
one pie vtilitatss. Let vscolour blemifhes as
wee will, yet 2 Croope fhoulder is euer
knowen howfocuer it bee boulftered ; and
they that paint olde faces , hardly hide the
wrinckles. In (Gmlogniathere is a ftatute,
whereby Cuckolds pay tribute ; mee thinkes
that law is wft1f it hadan addition, that all
curious fcarch fhould bee fined or punifh-
ed,that as all husbands might looke to their

as iprolles them in Cornbill Kallender : fo
incroaching Curiofities might not {o much
 trouble the repofe of more profitable ftu-
dies.Suchfubie&s arc only worthy of aPhi-
lofophers Penor Pra&ice, as (like Arcbias
Lute)wilfpeake for their mafter, They want
cle&ion, that in a fieldof Corne only make
vie of Cockle; and they want difcretion,that
haning awhole ficld of Vertue before them,
rather with e W enedemus, become fellers of

of time,or with e M artiall, mifsimpleyers
of good wits, thenwiththe learned or wife,
honour their Countrey by affe@ing Sciences
of greatcr obfernation. But {uch are the
cuftomes of curioms or cunning men, to blind
the ele&ion of others, that for the moft
part, they feeke out the poyfonof wit to
corrupt the fame; like that eayd , who

charge, in’ barring {uchbankets of Turnups |.

being

e =
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being accultomed to feed vpon Serpems,
did make vie of poyfor for her natmeall re-
feition, : :

When prefumption (impathizes not with
sudgement, and preferres craized vndsrffan-
4mg, or mifled -opinion before certaine
krowledge and true wifdome without further
cxamination ;there fuch defeé&s of wit or
fophifticaced arz, pay {mooke with winde,
andbafe mestall with falfc coyne. - The na-
ture of vanity values things by offentation,
1 not by reallity , and this vanity begetteth
cuviofity which efteemeth better of the cur-
rentneflc of fhewes then of the goodnefle
and vertues of things. Such is the habit of
curiofity and cunning that I bluthas I write,
and yet T write to make the World blufh;but
I rowle Sifiphus ftone ;if I fhould ftraine
my witto dregges, I feare it fhall not ftem
the torrent of worldly ftreames : Men are
richett in infirmities, weakett in forefight,
apt toentertaine hurtfull pleafures, orer-

uerfall propofitions , rcquire no inftance
and norc take acception at gencrall termes
but the gunilty.

Thirdly, I defire that fuch e £lchimifts as
arc ftudious in the true Philofophers Elixar,
Mctamorphile Ruimond, e Albertns AMagnas,
Veckeris de Secretss, Frier Bacop and the like
\into Solon, Pithagoras , Socrates, V[r;ﬂotl;

an

roars, and tgnorant to reforme them s vni- |

| andin others of all ages that haue gotten
| the glory to be the wifeft and moft earned ;
all which hauc left this maxime in wryting;
that in the immortallity of thefoule, as in
the center of Philofophy, doe mecte and cnd
all rules thatmay conduce tothe wholfome
conferuation of ciuill life, and true tran.
pquillity of minde.about which P Lilofophers
fo much laioured When fuch Heathen
husbinds of wutures light erre, in racking
of Supreame light , with the tenter-hookes
of Curiefity,or humane raefon, let Sacred
Writ be Vmpier, and ieucllfuch balkes with
the better plowed ground of Chriltian har-
mony.

Laltly , if all well dirpofcd eAlchimifts
will neither ftraine the firft nor laft 2 hsle-
fophers meaning to wrong cnds, andadmit
fuch fiuourable conftru&ion to the labours
of vertue,as the name, Maiefty,and pra&ice
of Philofephy doc challenge our friendfhip,
1s {o combined, that we {hail reape the rich

haruelt of our Tillyge of light , that

{peakes Glory tothe (veator,
and ioy tothe crea-
ture.

FINIS,
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